ADMISSIONS POLICY
Last updated March 2020

Mission Statement
Through its challenging curriculum and strong staff-student relationships, IICS provides a caring
environment that inspires each student to excel and to be inquisitive, creative, com-passionate,
balanced and internationally-minded.
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ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS
Admission Requirements
In keeping with our mission and vision the IICS admissions policy seeks to ensure the student
body is a diverse and international community of learners who are able
to access and benefit fully from the program of education offered.
Candidates will be eligible for admission based on:
The potential of the candidate to benefit from the educational program offered
The capacity of the school to meet the needs of the candidate
The extent to which the student’s admission will enable the school to maintain diversity and
the integrity of the English language learning environment.
Nationality Requirements
Candidates must hold a non-Turkish passport.
No nationality, culture or mother tongue speakers other than English, may make up more than
30% of enrolment at any grade level. Owing to our status as a US overseas school this restriction
does not apply to United States citizens. Candidates who are otherwise eligible whose
application would exceed this level would be offered a place on the waiting list.
Academic Requirements and Assessment
IICS welcomes students of all academic abilities. Our program is flexible and personalized
but may not be appropriate for some students.
Students who are performing significantly below expected levels for their age or those with
moderate to severe special needs may not be admitted if the view of the Admissions Committee
is that their needs cannot be adequately met by the IICS program.
Students are assessed for suitability for the school through evaluation of their prior academic
record evidenced through school reports and character references. The Admissions Team may
contact the school for further information and may recommend additional testing or evidence
of achievement. From grade 7 additional testing is administered by the school for all students.
Grades Early Years 3- 6
Applications are evaluated on the basis of the application documents requested. These documents
are: on-line application form, prior school reports, school work samples and a classroom teacher
reference.
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REQUIREMENTS
Grades 7-12
All secondary student applicants are required to be tested. A standardized test, including questions
of language, reading and math, and additionally a brief essay is requested. This is followed by an
interview with the school’s English teacher. The applicants will also need to submit the following
documents for evaluation: 3 teacher references (Math, English and Principal or Counselor),
past 3 years of school reports and a secondary questionnaire included in the application form.
Special Needs
Students with special needs may be admitted provided that the school can provide the necessary
environment and support for the student to be successful. The Admissions Committee reviewing
these applications would include IICS’ Support Team. For the best interests of and outcomes for
the child, parents are required to share all reports and documentation. The Admissions Team may
also need to discuss the placement with the student’s former school.
English Language Proficiency Requirements
In order to maintain the integrity of our English speaking environment, non-English speakers are
limited to not more than 30% of the grade level from Grade 2 upwards. The school has an established
ESL Program in grades 1-10, which is aimed at developing English language proficiency to support
effective learning.
Early Year 3 - Grade 7
Students are accepted with no English and appropriate programs are provided.
Grade 8
All students applying for grade 8 or higher who are not native English speakers must be tested for
English proficiency. Students are expected to be at a level
equivalent to MYP Phase 2.
Grade 9 & 10
Students are expected to be at a level equivalent to MYP phase 3. All students are tested for English
proficiency.
Grades 11- 12
Students are accepted if they can show evidence that their English language level allows them to
successfully access the academic programs of the school. Students will be tested by IICS Language
Department for English proficiency. For acceptance into the IBDP program a high level of English
proficiency is required owing to the challenging nature of the program.
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Student Placement
Decisions, regarding acceptance and placement of students, are made by the Head of School in
coordination with the Admissions Committee. The Admissions Committee includes the relevant
Principal and may also include the School Counselor, the Support Team Leader and the
Vice Principal, as necessary.
Age Placement
IICS adheres to a policy of age-appropriate placement as designated in the school system chart.
The nature of our program accommodates the varying abilities and experiences of our students.
The ‘cut off’ date used is September 1st. Students newly enrolled in EY 3, EY 4, and EY 5, shall be
three, four and five years of age, respectively on or before September 1st. If the child is born
between Sept 1- Nov 1, the Admissions Committee may consider admission, requesting additional
assessments to ensure an appropriate placement.
Exceptions for Grades 1-12
Exceptions can be considered if the child’s birthday falls within two months of the cut-off date
(September 1st) or if the child has successfully completed all or part of the equivalent grade level.
In either case, further investigation and consideration will be taken to determine the most beneficial
placement for the child. The type of the curriculum experienced, discussions with parents and the
former school, school reports regarding English proficiency, maturity, academic level and IICS
assessments are considered.
Priority placement
Priority placement is offered to:
Dependent children of US consulate families, eligible dependents of IICS faculty and faculty of
Robert College.
Siblings of children already admitted to IICS Homeroom placement.
Students are allocated to homeroom groups by the Principal. A best-fit approach is taken to
achieve a balance of gender, nationality, English proficiency and ability. Parents are not offered
the choice of placement for their children nor the choice of homeroom
teacher.
Class Sizes
Class sizes generally do not exceed 20 students. Under extenuating circumstances or in the event a
place is needed for a US Consulate child, the Head of School may exceed a maximum class size by 2
if the School is able to provide sufficient support (e.g. Additional full or part-time Teacher Assistant)
to accommodate the needs of the class.
As regards the Marmara Campus, any request to further increase the class size must be approved
by the Board.
The Hisar Campus class sizes may not be exceeded due to space limitations and smaller class room
sizes.
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The class sizes are determined as below:
Marmara:
Early Year 3-4: 16 students per class.
Early Year 5- Grade 12: 20 students per class. The number of classes will vary from year to year.
Hisar:
Early Year 3-4: 15 students per class.
Early Year 5 – Grade 3: 18 students per class. The number of classes will vary from year to year.
Once a grade level has been filled to its capacity, qualified applicants are placed on a waiting list
as of the date of completing all required documents including payment of the application fee.
This is refundable if a place is not offered by the school within the next two academic years. As soon
as a place becomes available it can be offered to a child on the waiting list.
The date of application is only used as a deciding factor if two candidates have a similar profile.
Admissions Process
Our admissions process aims to help families determine the best school placement for their children
in Istanbul. We aim to communicate a full picture of IICS, it’s ethos, community and educational
program.
We hope that you will find us a great match for your children but if not, or we can not offer a place
we will advise on alternatives.
Step One
Contact our Admissions team – arrange an opportunity for a visit to the school if at all possible or
a video call.
Step Two
Review the admissions policy and document checklist accessible from our website. If any of the
required documents are not in English please obtain an English translation. Complete the online
application. In the meantime a standardized test will be administered to students applying for
secondary school.
Step Three
When all the documentation has been received the application will be reviewed by the school
admissions committee. This process would normally be completed within a week. Occasionally,
further communication may take place to clarify specific information in which case the process may
take a little longer.
A formal offer, of a place for the child, will be made by the Director of Admissions.
Parents will also be informed by the Director of Admissions, if a place has not been offered. If the
application is accepted but there is no available place the child will be placed on the waiting list and
parents informed.
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The Head of School reserves the right to refuse admission to a student if:
It is determined that the student would not benefit academically from the school’s programs;
It is determined that the student’s scholastic/behavioral record is deemed unsuitable for the
IICS school community;
It is determined that the student might negatively impact the learning of other IICS students.
The student does not reside with a parent or recognized adult guardian; and/or
The student cannot meet the credit requirements for an IICS diploma by the end of Grade 12 due
to their previous courses of study (for students applying after the start of Grade 9).
IICS deems it unethical to accept any student whose educational, social, or emotional needs cannot
be adequately met by the school’s program.

Online Application and required documents checklist:
Please open an online application account from our website:
http://www.iics.k12.tr/online-application/
Application Form:
Complete application form
Note: Please make sure to save after each page has been completed.
2) Once completed make sure to press the submit button.
3) Upload photo and copy of passport
Secondary students need to complete the secondary questionnaire
1)

Additional Documents Needed:
Past 3 years of school reports (Translated if not in English)
Teacher reference (forms may be found on the online application)
- Primary: 1 reference f rom current teacher
- Secondary: Math, English and Counselor
3) Health Form: form may be found on application. Please also include the vaccination
record if possible.
4) The financial obligation letter needs to signed and dated.
(May be found on the application form)
1)
2)

You may email these documents to:
admissions@iics.k12.tr

6

MARMARA CAMPUS
Karaağaç Köyü Mah. Kahraman Cad. 27/1
Büyükçekmece, Istanbul, Turkey 34500
Tel: +90 212 857 82 64

HISAR CAMPUS
Naﬁbaba Sokak No: 6, Rumeli Hisarı
Istanbul, Turkey 34470
Tel: +90 212 287 27 70

IICS is the only Early Years 3 through Grade 12 international school in Istanbul fully authorized
and globally accredited by the IB, CIS and NEASC. IICS is a full member of ECIS and CEESA.

