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At IICS we are committed to the promotion of multi-lingualism in or community. 
The mother tongue is the language that a person has grown up speaking from 
early childhood. What we refer to as the mother tongue, is sometimes referred to 
as the home language, maternal language, native language or heritage language. 
Recent research has demonstrated that having a strong first language contributes 
to overall language development in subsequent languages. The mother tongue is 
also important because it contributes to cultural identity. 

Monika Hoge, PYP Coordinator, Primary Vice Principal, mhoge@iics.k12.tr
Monique Sweep, Primary Learning Support and EAL Teacher, msweep@iics.k12.tr
Meral Soğuksu, Primary EAL/Learning Support/ Turkish, msoguksu@iics.k12.tr

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to
 his head. If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his

 heart.” 
Nelson Mandela
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A TED Talk on Benefits of a Multilingual Brain, 
by Mia Nacamulli

http://bit.ly/2zNJI6y

How Is Multilingualism Good for Your Brain? by Cummins
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FACT OR FICTION?
Speaking more than one language will confuse a child.

Learning your home language is only valuable so that you can communicate and 

develop your family’s culture.

Language development is less important than cognitive development.

Some languages are more important that others.

Who cares about not speaking your home language, a language is just a language.

“To have another language is to posess a second soul.”
                                                                                    Charlemagne



Why is home language Important?
   It is who you are- home language is connected to cultural identity

   It is good for your brain- home language development is connected to cognitive 
development

   It promotes academic achievement

   Home language provides a solid foundation for the learning of other languages

http://bit.ly/2PkEPHz

Language is the road map of a culture. It tel ls you where its
 people come from and where they are going.

            
                                     Rita Mae Brown
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What can I do now in my multilingual family?

   Speak your home language. Speak properly, don’t use baby language.

   Try to stick to your chosen language method, whatever it is, and be consistent!

   Don’t give up, even if your child refuses to answer you in his/her mother tongue 
continue to speak in your native language. Be persistent!

   Be consistent with whichever language approach you choose.

   Try to give children a sense of pride in all of the languages they speak, and a 
sense of equal importance and value. 



 Some things that IICS are doing to support the growth of 

Multilingualism during school hours

   Turkish mother tongue language class offered during school hours

   Parent initiated after school language programs

   Differentiated private tutoring in mother tongue 

   Mother tongue lunch tables (secondary)

   Mother tongue lunch events (primary)

   International reading events

   A selection of multi-lingual library resources
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Some practical tips
   Read in your mother tongue and model reading in your mother tongue

   Go home often and visit family and friends

   Watch TV shows and listen to the radio

   Have playdates with children who speak your language

What next?
Mother tongue book swaps
Mother tongue lunches
Mother tongue story time
Pooling of parent prepared resources
A mother tongue program mentored by high school students (CAS)
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Reading and Resource List
   J. Cummins Interdependence of first and second language proficiency in bilingual              
children

   E. Gallagher Foreign language Learning in early childhood

   F. Genesee Educating second language children: the whole child, the whole 
curriculum, the whole community

   E. Bialystok Language processing in bilingual children

   http://www.multilingualliving.com/

   http://www.omniglot.com/language/articles/bilingualkids1.htm
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the complete IICS  Supporting Expatriate Families of 

Istanbul Series:
“IICS Supporting Expatriate Families of Istanbul” is a series of booklets made for 
expatriate parents and guardians in Istanbul who face similar challenges when 
raising children in an international setting.

IICS selects best fit or the top international school teachers with an average of 16 
years experience. IICS offers professional development opportunities to keep all IICS 
teachers updated in the latest in pedagogical and educational research. This support 
series is an outcome of our teachers sharing their knowledge with Istanbul’s 
expatriate community.

Please do not hesitate to contact us at communications@iics.k12.tr, should you have 
any questions about the topics mentioned in this booklet. We are more than happy 
to help and support your family.

The IICS Family

Share this booklet with your friends and support them:

https://bit.ly/35i1Zcq https://bit.ly/32aYLpc https://bit.ly/3m2R1gz https://bit.ly/3bztqzu
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